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THE KENYA NATIONAL EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL 
 

 

SCORING GUIDE  

GRADE 7-2026 

SECTION A 

TASK 1: LISTENING AND SPEAKING 

Listening and Speaking Rubrics 

Criteria Exceeding 

Expectation 

(Level 4) 

Meeting 

Expectation 

(Level 3) 

Approaching 

Expectation 

(Level 2) 

Below 

Expectation 

(Level 1) 

Communication 

(Pronunciation, 

intonation, and 

audibility)   

Almost 

perfect/error-free 

pronunciation and 

intonation. There 

is effort to sound 

like a native 

speaker. The 

learner is clearly 

heard as the 

response is 

logical and very 

easy to follow. 

Good 

pronunciation 

and intonation 

with few errors 

but the learner is 

clearly heard and 

can be judged as 

the response is 

logical and easy 

to follow. 

Hesitates with 

frequent errors 

of pronunciation 

and intonation. 

Meaning can be 

guessed from the 

responses. Not 

audible and 

difficult to 

follow.  

 

Weak 

pronunciation 

skills and 

intonation and 

many errors. 

Lacks sequence 

and inaudible. 

No meaning can 

be derived from 

the responses. 

So, it is difficult 

to follow. 

Comprehension  

(Correct 

responses and 

appropriate 

vocabulary) 

Interprets all 

questions in 

context. 

Responds to all 

questions 

appropriately. 

Uses a variety of 

vocabulary in 

response to 

questions. 

Interprets most 

questions in 

context. 

Responds to most 

questions 

appropriately. 

Uses the 

appropriate 

vocabulary in 

response to 

questions. 

Interprets some 

questions in 

context. 

Responds to 

some questions 

appropriately. 

Use limited 

vocabulary in 

response to 

questions.  

 

Exhibits lack of 

understanding of 

the questions or 

does not respond 

to questions at 

all. 

 

Use of Non-

Verbal Cues 

(confidence, facial 

expressions, body 

posture, eye 

contact, gestures) 

Uses a variety of 

nonverbal cues: 

appropriate facial 

expressions, body 

postures, 

gestures, pauses, 

poise and 

meaningful eye 

contact with the 

teacher at all 

times and speaks 

with confidence. 

Uses nonverbal 

cues 

appropriately: 

facial 

expressions, body 

postures and 

gestures. 

Maintains 

meaningful eye 

contact with the 

teacher most of 

the times and 

speaks with 

confidence. 

Occasionally 

uses some 

nonverbal cues 

and sometimes 

and speaks with 

confidence. 

Hardly uses 

nonverbal cues. 

Makes no eye 

contact with the 

teacher, keeps 

looking down 

and away while 

speaking. 
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Note: Use the assessment rubric to assess Listening and Speaking (for Part I and Part II, 

assess the learner on both, and award once). 

Suggested Responses 

Part I 

1. What will you say when you welcome the learner? 

• Welcome to our school. 

• We are happy to have you in our class. 

• Welcome. I hope you will enjoy being with us. 

Accept any relevant response. 

2. What will you tell the learner about your school? 

• We have a playground where we play games. 

• We have a library where learners can read books. 

Accept any relevant and grammatically appropriate response. 

3. Which place in your school would you show the learner first? Why? 

• I would show the learner the classroom first because it is where we learn. 

• I would show the learner the playground because we go there during break time. 

Accept any appropriate place with a relevant reason. 

4. Why is it important to make new learners feel welcome? 

• So that they feel comfortable. 

• So that they can make friends. 

Accept any relevant response. 

Part II: Listening Comprehension 

5. Who called Mutanga? 

His grandmother. 

6. What did Mutanga take to his sister? 

A cup of tea. 

7. Why did Mutanga walk quietly to the bedroom? 

Because his younger sister was sleeping. 

Accept plausible responses.  
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Listening and Speaking (7 marks) 

Conversion Table  

 

 

Performance Levels  

 

Marks  

Level 4 (responds to all the 8 prompts plausibly in accordance with 

the rubrics) 

7 

Level 3 (responds to 6- 7 prompts plausibly in accordance with the 

rubrics) 

 

5-6 

Level 2 (responds to 4 - 5 prompts plausibly in accordance with the 

rubrics) 

3-4 

Level 1 (responds to 1 - 3 prompts plausibly in accordance with the 

rubrics) 

 

1-2 

 

TASK 2: READING ALOUD 

Reading Aloud Rubrics 

Criteria Exceeding 

Expectation 

(Level 4) 

Meeting 

Expectation 

(Level 3) 

Approaching 

Expectation 

(Level 2) 

Below 

Expectation 

(Level 1) 

Speed  

(Number of 

words read 

correctly per 

minute)  

Reads correctly 

more than 120 

words within 1 

minute. 

Reading is 

consistently 

smooth and 

natural; pauses are 

consistently 

where they should 

be throughout the 

reading time. 

 Reads correctly at 

least 120 words 

within 1 minute. 

Reading is smooth 

and natural; 

pauses are where 

they should be 

most of the 

reading time.  

Reads correctly 

between 61 to 119 

words Reading is 

sometimes halted 

and the reader does 

not pause 

effectively at 

sentence ends and 

commas. 

 

 

Reads correctly 

below 60 words 

in a minute. 

Reading 

proceeds with 

difficulty and 

many words are 

repeated. There 

are many stops 

and starts that 

make the reading 

hard to follow. 

Volume and 

Accuracy 

(Loudness, 

pronunciation 

and grouping 

of words) 

 

Reads clearly and 

loudly. 

Pronounces 

correctly more 

than 90 words in 

the passage. 

Groups words 

logically 

throughout when 

reading. 

Reads clearly and 

loudly enough, 

correctly 

pronounces all the 

90 words. Groups 

many words 

logically when 

reading.  

Reads clearly and 

loudly some parts 

of the passage. 

Pronounces 

correctly 45 to 89 

words. Groups 

some words 

logically when 

reading.  

Often mumbles 

and cannot be 

understood. 

 Pronounces 

below 45 words. 

Volume is too 

soft to be heard; 

reads word by 

word and must 

be assisted.   

Reading with 

Expression  

(Intonation, 

mood, and 

facial 

expressions) 

The voice carries 

appropriate 

inflection (rising 

and falling) and 

the tone changes 

to capture the 

mood of the text 

The voice carries 

appropriate 

inflection (rising 

and falling) and 

the tone changes 

to capture the 

mood of the text 

The voice 

sometimes carries 

appropriate 

inflection, and the 

tone sometimes 

changes to capture 

the mood of the 

The voice is 

monotone 

throughout and 

carries no 

inflection and 

the tone does not 

change to carry 
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Criteria Exceeding 

Expectation 

(Level 4) 

Meeting 

Expectation 

(Level 3) 

Approaching 

Expectation 

(Level 2) 

Below 

Expectation 

(Level 1) 

throughout. The 

voice varies 

according to 

characters and 

uses appropriate 

pitch (loudness 

and softness) 

throughout. 

Uses facial 

expressions 

throughout.  

most of the time. 

The voice varies 

according to 

characters and 

uses appropriate 

pitch (loudness 

and softness) most 

of the time. 

Uses facial 

expressions most 

of the time. 

text. The voice does 

not vary according 

to characters and 

monotone is 

common. 

Sometimes uses 

facial expressions 

most of the time. 

 

the mood of the 

text.  

 

Reading Aloud: Volume, Accuracy and Reading with Expression (4 marks) 

Conversion Table  

Performance Levels  Marks  

Level 4  4 

Level 3 3 

Level 2  2 

Level 1  

 

1 

 

Number of Words Read Correctly Per Minute (4 marks) 

Conversion Table  

Performance Levels  Number of 

words 

Marks  

Level 4  120 and above 4 

Level 3  120 3 

Level 2  61-119 2 

Level 1 0-60 1 
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SECTION B 

TASK 3: READING COMPREHENSION AND SUMMARY WRITING (10 MARKS) 

Question 1 – Reading Comprehension (5 marks) 

a. Early in the morning.  [1 mark] 

b. Any reasonable inference: She wanted to count the eggs accurately / avoid making a 

mistake / know the exact number of eggs.  [1 mark] 

c. Any two relevant points, 1 mark each: They wanted to help their grandmother / 

make her work easier / assist with the vegetables.  [2 marks] 

d. Helpful.  [1 mark] 

Question 2-Summary Writing (5 marks) 

Award 1 mark for each relevant point: 

Reading helps learn new words and understand their use. 

It develops imagination. 

It provides information about people, places and ideas. 

It improves spelling and writing. 

It can be enjoyable and can be encouraged through libraries and quiet reading time. 

Note: award a half (½) of the total mark if in note form. 

 

Reading Comprehension (10 marks) 

Conversion Table  

Performance Levels  Marks 

Level 4 9-10 

Level 3 6-8 

Level 2 3-5 

Level 1 1-2 
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TASK 4: GRAMMAR (15 MARKS) 

Question 3 – Correct form of words (3 marks) 

a. patiently  [1 mark] 

b. confidently  [1 mark] 

c. excitement  [1 mark] 

Question 4 – Correct form of the word in brackets (2 marks) 

a. put off  [1 mark] 

b. give out  [1 mark] 

Question 5 – Correct alternative (3 marks) 

a. were  [1 mark] 

b. has  [1 mark] 

c. is  [1 mark] 

Question 6 – Correct form of words (4 marks) 

a. cheerful  [1 mark] 

b. dangerous  [1 mark] 

c. oldest  [1 mark] 

d. orderly  [1 mark] 

Question 7 – Correct alternative (3 marks) 

a. on  [1 mark] 

b. among  [1 mark] 

c. between  [1 mark] 
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Grammar (15 marks) 

Conversion Table  

 

Performance Levels  Marks 

Level 4 13-15 

Level 3 9-12 

Level 2 5-8 

Level 1 1-4 

 

TASK 5: LITERARY ANALYSIS (25 marks) 

Question 8 – Story (9 marks) 

a. To discuss how to protect the water source during the dry season.  [1 mark] 

b. Any two ways, 2 marks each: the animals held a meeting/discussed a problem; made 

suggestions; worked together; organised turns to fetch water; cleared the path; agreed 

to keep the water clean.  [4 marks] 

c. A happy/pleased/satisfied facial expression.  [2 marks] 

d. Any relevant lesson, e.g. teamwork/cooperation helps solve problems; people should 

protect shared resources; everyone has a role in solving community problems.  [2 

marks] 

Question 9 – Poetry (7 marks) 

a. One stanza.  [2 marks] 

b. Any two pairs: trees/breeze; play/day; grow/know; bright/delight.  [4 marks] 

c. Respect/appreciate/value their teachers.  [1 mark] 

Question 10 – Literary Analysis Story (9 marks) 

a. At a cultural centre.  [1 mark] 

b. Dialogue.  [2 marks] 

c. Any suitable character trait supported by the story, e.g. curious, attentive, interested, 

inquisitive, or respectful. Award up to 2 marks.  [2 marks] 

d. The theme of education is shown through the teacher explaining how places change 

over time and the learners listening, asking questions and learning from the 
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explanation. Award 1 mark for identifying the educational aspect and 1 mark for 

explanation.  [2 marks] 

e. Respect/gratitude/appreciation for their teacher.  [2 marks] 

Literary Analysis (25 marks) 

Conversion Table  

 

Performance Levels  Marks 

Level 4 19-25 

Level 3 13-18 

Level 2 7-12 

Level 1 1-6 

 

TASK 6: WRITING (10 MARKS) 

Writing Rubrics 

Criteria Exceeding 

Expectation 

(Level 4) 

Meeting 

Expectation 

(Level 3) 

Approaching 

Expectation 

(Level 2) 

Below 

Expectation 

(Level 1) 

Grammar 

and 

Mechanics of 

Writing  

Almost excellent 

use of grammar, 

variety of 

punctuation 

marks, spelling, 

and 

capitalization. 

Errors are so few 

and minor that 

they do not 

impede reading. 

Good use of 

grammar, 

punctuation, 

spelling, and 

capitalization. 

There are a few 

errors, but they do 

not impede 

reading. 

There are 

moderate errors 

of grammar, 

punctuation, 

spelling, and 

capitalization. 

But some errors 

can impede 

reading and 

meaning.  

 

There are many 

errors throughout 

in the sue of 

grammar, 

punctuation, 

spelling and 

capitalization and 

the reader can 

only guess 

meaning 

Handwriting Neat and easily 

readable 

throughout, 

many letters are 

correctly spaced 

Neat and easily 

readable, many 

letters are 

correctly spaced 

and sized within 

Untidy but 

readable; some 

letters are 

correctly spaced 

and sized within 

Not easily 

readable, many 

letters are not 

correctly spaced 

and not sized 



9 
School Based Assessment   ©2026 The Kenya National Examinations Council 

Grade 7 

Criteria Exceeding 

Expectation 

(Level 4) 

Meeting 

Expectation 

(Level 3) 

Approaching 

Expectation 

(Level 2) 

Below 

Expectation 

(Level 1) 

and sized within 

lines; spaces 

between words 

are the correct 

size throughout. 

lines; many spaces 

between words are 

the correct size. 

lines; some 

spaces between 

words are not 

the correct size. 

within lines; 

many spaces 

between words 

are not the correct 

size. 

Vocabulary  Almost free of 

errors of subject-

verb agreement, 

very good 

choice of words, 

and wide range 

of vocabulary 

and use of varied 

expressions. 

Few errors of 

subject-verb 

agreement that do 

not impede 

communication, 

Selection of 

vocabulary is 

appropriate to the 

context. 

Frequent errors 

of subject verb 

agreement, 

range of 

vocabulary is 

limited and 

there is no 

attempt to vary 

expressions. 

Many errors of 

subject-verb 

agreement, most 

structures are 

incorrect 

vocabulary 

repeated and 

communication is 

difficult. 

Organization  Exhibits an 

exceptionally 

clear sense of 

unity and order 

throughout, 

there is a clear 

sense of 

beginning, 

middle and 

ending and 

makes smooth 

transition 

between ideas. 

Exhibits a logical 

sequence, there is 

a sense of unity 

and order, there is 

a sense of 

beginning, middle 

and ending and 

makes smooth 

transition between 

ideas. 

Attempts to 

provide a 

logical 

sequence, there 

is some sense of 

beginning, 

middle and 

ending and 

some smooth 

transition 

between ideas. 

Exhibits no sense 

of order and 

provided a series 

of separate 

sentences and 

disconnected 

ideas and it is 

difficult to 

follow. 
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Writing (10 marks) 

Conversion Table  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Performance Levels  Marks 

Level 4 8-10 

Level 3 5-7 

Level 2 3-4 

Level 1 1-2 
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GRADE 7 ENGLISH 2026 

ASSESSMENT SHEET: SECTION A  

 

Name of the Learner Listening and 

Speaking 

(7 Marks) 

Number of  

Words 

 Read Correctly  

Per Minute 

(4 Marks) 

 

Reading Aloud  

(4 Marks) 

 7 5-6 3-4 1-2 4 3 2 1 4 3 2 1 
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GRADE 7 ENGLISH 2026 

ASSESSMENT SHEET: SECTION B 

 

THIS IS THE LAST PRINTED PAGE 

Name of the Learner Reading Comprehension 

(10 Marks) 

Grammar 

(15 Marks) 

 

Literary Analysis 

(25 Marks) 

 9-10 6-8 3-5 1-2 13-15 9-12 5-8 1-4 19-25 13-18 7-12 1-6 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             


